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Countable and Uncountable Nouns 

 In English grammar, words that refer to people, places, or things are called nouns. They can 

be classified in many ways. One way to classify nouns is according to whether they can be 

counted or not. 

 Countable nouns are things we can count. A countable noun can be singular (banana) 

or plural (bananas). 

             Examples:  I eat a banana every day. 

                                I like bananas.   

                                We do not have enough cups. 

 

 Uncountable nouns are things we cannot count. An uncountable noun has only one 

form (a singular form). These words are thought of as wholes rather than as parts. They 

usually refer to abstractions (such as confidence or advice) or collectives (such as 

equipment or luggage). 

Examples:  I eat rice every day.   

                   I like rice.  

                   We do not have enough water. 

Using Countable & Uncountable Nouns  

When using countable or uncountable nouns, pay attention to articles and adjectives! Some 

articles and adjectives can be used with both countable and uncountable nouns. However, 

others can be used with only countable or only uncountable nouns. 

 How much/ How many 

 

o We use how much and how many to ask about quantities.   

 How much + uncountable nouns   

 How many + countable nouns 

 

 Some/Any 

 

o We use some with affirmative sentences with both countable and uncountable nouns.  

           Examples:  There are some potatoes. 

                               There is some water. 

 

o We use any with negative sentences, with both countable and uncountable nouns.   

     Examples:  We haven’t got any bananas. 

                         We have not got any bread. 
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o We use some in questions when we ask for things and offer things.  

            Example:  Can I have some water? 

o We use any with both countable and uncountable nouns in questions.  

            Examples: Are there any tomatoes? 

                              Is there any meat? 

 

 A/An 

 

o Use a before singular countable nouns that begin with consonant. Ex:  She is a 

photographer. 

 

o Use an before singular countable nouns that begin with a vowel sound. Ex:  She is an 

artist. 

o Do not put a / an before plural nouns. Instead, use plural countable nouns alone. Ex: I like 

bananas.   

 

 A lot of/ Much/ Many/ little/ a little/ few/ a few 

 

o We use a lot of in affirmative and negative sentences, and in questions, with both 

countable and uncountable nouns. Examples:  I eat a lot of fish. 

                                                                                   I drink a lot of milk. 

o We use much in negative sentences and questions, with uncountable nouns. We never use 

much in affirmative sentences. Examples:  I don’t eat much salt. 

                                                                       Do you eat much salt? 

 N.B.  A lot of can also be used in these cases:  I don’t eat a lot of salt.   

o We use many in negative sentences and questions with countable nouns. Example:  I 

don’t eat many cakes. 

o We can use few, a few and many with countable nouns. Examples: I have got few friends.  

                                                                                                             I've got a few dollars 

o We use little, a little and much with uncountable nouns. Examples: I´ve got little time.  

                                                                                                        I have got a little money.  

                                                                                                        I haven't got much rice 
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List of some Uncountable Nouns 
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Activity: Choose the answer! Read the sentence. Circle the correct answer. 

1. I’ve got _______________ water in my bag. any / some / a  

2. There is _______________ rice in the cupboard. any / a / some  

3. There aren’t _______________ bananas on the table. any / some / a  

4. Is there _______________ orange juice? a / any / some 

5. My parents gave me _______________ new toys for my birthday. some / a / any 

6. Are there _______________ grapes in the fridge? a / some / any  

7. I’ve got _______________ book to read for school. some / a / any 

8. We haven’t got _______________ time! a / some / any 


