
Conditionel  
 

 

If people eat too much they get fat. 

If I have time I will visit you. 

If I had more time I would travel the world. 

                           If I had had time I would have gone to the football match 

 

 

Definition and types of conditiona 

 

to talk about things that are possible, you often use if in a sentence. A sentence with if is called a conditional 

sentence . 

The table below explain the different types of conditional situations: 

 

TYPE IF-CLAUSE MAIN CLAUSE USE EXAMPLES 

0 - PRESENT 
SIMPLE 

- PRESENT SIMPLE Pure fact Water turns into ice if it gets 
cold. 

1 

PROBAB

LE 

CONDITI

ON 

if + 

PRESENT 

SIMPLE 

- FUTURE SIMPLE 

- IMPERATIVE 

- MODAL VERB + 

INFINITIVE 

real present 

real or very probable 

situation in the present 

or future. 

If he comes late, we’ll 

miss the train. 

If you don’t have enough 

money, don’t buy it. 

2 

IMPROBA

BLE 

CONDITI

ON 

if + PAST 
SIMPLE 

- WOULD + BARE 
INFINITIVE 

- COULD + BARE 

INFINITIVE 

- MIGHT + BARE 

INFINITIVE 

- SHOULD + BARE 

INFINITIVE 

unreal present 

improbable situation 

in the present or 

future also used to 

give advice 

If I had money, I would buy 

a new car (but I don’t have 

enough money) 

If I were you, I would see a 
doctor. 
Would you run away if you 

saw a ghost? 

3 

IMPOSSIB

LE 

CONDITI

ON 

if + PAST 
PERFECT 

- WOULD 

HAVE + P. 

PARTICIPLE 

- COULD HAVE + P. 
PARTICIPLE 

- MIGHT HAVE + P. 

PARTICIPLE 

- SHOULD 
HAVE +P 
PARTICIPLE 

unreal past 

unreal or 

improbable 

situation in the 

past also used to 

express regret and 

criticism 

If you hadn’t been rude, your 

boss wouldn’t have fired you 

(but you were rude and he 

fired you) 

She would have passed the 

exam if she had studied. 

 

 



 

 

 

 





 

 


