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Countable & Uncountable Nouns:

In English grammar, words that refer to people, places, or things are called nouns.
They can be classified in many ways. Concrete and abstract common nouns can be
further classified as either countable or uncountable. Countable nouns are nouns that
can be counted, even if the resulting number would be extraordinarily high (like the

number of humans in the world).

"] Countable nouns Countable nouns can be singular or plural and can be used

with numbers and modifiers.
Examples: 1. Here is a cat. 2. Here are a few cats. 3. Here are eight cats.

Uncountable nouns are things we cannot count. An uncountable noun has only one form (a singular
form) and it is not preceded by a/an. These words are thought of as wholes rather than as parts. They
usually refer to abstractions (such as courage or happiness) or collectives (such as equipment, food or

clothes).

Examples: 1. You seem to have a high level of intelligence.
2. There 1s no more water in the pond.

3. Please take good care of the furniture.

e Uncountable nouns can be paired with words expressing plural concepts. Using
these words can make your writing more specific. Here are some examples: ©
Garbage — There are nine bags of garbage on the curb. « Water — Try to drink at
least eight glasses of water each day. * Advice — She gave me a useful piece of

advice. * Furniture — A couch is a piece of furniture.



o Using Countable & Uncountable Nouns

When using countable or uncountable nouns, pay attention to articles and adjectives! Some
articles and adjectives can be used with both countable and uncountable nouns. However,

others can be used with only countable or only uncountable nouns.

e How much/ How many

o We use how much and how many to ask about quantities.
v How much + uncountable nouns

v/ How many + countable nouns

e Some/Any

1. We use some with affirmative sentences with both countable and uncountable nouns.

Examples: There are some potatoes.

There is some water.

2. We use any with negative sentences, with both countable and uncountable nouns.

Examples: We haven’t got any bananas. No, we don’t need any rice.
3.We use some in questions when we ask for things and offer things.
Example: Can I have some water?

4. We use any with both countable and uncountable nouns in questions.

Examples: Are there any tomatoes? Do we need any rice?

e A/An
Use a before singular countable nouns that begin with consonant. Ex: She is a
novelist.
Use an before singular countable nouns that begin with a vowel sound. Ex: She is an
actress.
Do not put a / an before plural nouns. Instead, use plural countable nouns alone. Ex: I like

reading books.



A lot of/ Much/ Many/ little/ a little/ few/ a few

1. We use a lot of in affirmative and negative sentences, and in questions, with both
countable and uncountable nouns. Examples:

I eat a lot of fish. I drink a lot of milk.

2. We use much in both negative and affirmative sentences and questions, with uncountable
nouns. We never use much in affirmative sentences. Examples:

I don’t eat much salt. Do you eat much salt?

3. We use many in both negative and affirmative sentences and questions with countable
nouns. Example: [ don’t eat many cakes. How many siblings do you have?

John bought many gifts.

4. We can use few and a few with countable nouns. a few means ‘some’, whereas few means
‘not a lot of”.

examples: ' a few reports have been published’ means that ‘Some reports have been
published’, whereas ‘Few reports have been published’ means that ‘Not many reports have
been published’. As you can see, ‘few’ usually has a negative connotation, while 'a few'
usually has a positive connotation.

Examples: a. Few people [=not very many people] arrived early.

b. A few of the students [=a small number of the students] forgot to bring their books to class

5. We use little and a little and with uncountable nouns. 'Little' means in a small amount, but
less than needed while 'a little' means in a small amount but enough.

Examples: ‘There is little hope that the patient will survive.” Here, ‘little’ means that there’s
hardly any hope that the patient will survive. Now, if one uses ‘a little’ in a sentence, it means
some or a small quantity. So, if we use ‘a little’ in the same example, i.e., ‘There is a little
hope that the patient will survive’ then, it means there’s some chance or a small chance that

the patient might survive.


https://langeek.co/en/grammar/course/807/little

Lised with Countable & Uncountable Nouns

he countable the monkeys, the schools, the leachers, the boats, the bananas
uncountable the cheesa, the machinery, the luggage, the grass, the knowledge
— couniake gome tables, SOMme Slores, Some grapes, Some clies, SOMme Nurses
uncountable gome time, some news, some bread, some salt, some mail
couniabile any forks, any socks, any bathrooms, any waiters, any beliefs
any uncountable any advice, any soap, any Iransportation, any E-nld any homeswork
e couniable no magazines, no chocolates, no pilots, no rings, no markers
uncountable mmﬂe.mgm.mmm.mmmhnm
a ot of countable a kot of animals, a kot of coins, a kot of immigrants, a kot of babies
uncountable a lot of help, a lot of aggravation, a lot of happiness, a kot of fun
of couniabde lots of computers, kols of buses, lots of parties, lols of colleges
ot uncountable lots of cake, lots of ice cream, lots of energy, lots of laughter
. countabde enough plates, encugh onions, enough restaurants, anough worres
: uncountable enough courage, enough wisdom, enough spagheti, enough time
countabla plenty of houses, plenty of concarts, plenty of guitars, plenty of
plenty of unoountable plenty of oil, plenty of sugar, plenty of cheese, plenty of space
List of some Uncountable Nouns
General Subjects/Fiekds Abstract
homewark foad imathematics advice
equipment figur BCONOMICS haip
uggage meat physics fun
clothing rice efhics recreation
fumniture cake civics enjoyment
machinary bread art information
gold ice cream architeciure knorwledge
Bilver chesse ITISIC P
cofiion boast photograghy patiencs
glass pasta | grammar happiness
jewelery spagheti chemistry | progress
perfurme Bruttesr hisdary confidéncs
S0E0 oil ) COMIMErce courage
paper honeay enginaaring education
winod Soup politics inlaligance
petrol feshy SOOIy space
gasaline fruiit paychology EErgy
taggage Ealt vocabulary laughiter
hair bea archasology peacE
traffic Cofies oty pricle




Activity: Choose the answer! Read the sentence. Circle the correct answer.

1. I've got water in my bag. any / some / a

2. There is rice in the cupboard. any / a / some

3. There aren’t bananas on the table. any / some / a

4. Is there orange juice? a / any / some

5. My parents gave me new toys for my birthday. some / a / any
6. Are there grapes in the fridge? a / some / any

7. ’ve got book to read for school. some / a / any

8. We haven’t got time! a / some / any



ANSWER KEY:

I've got some water in my bag. ("Some" is used with uncountable nouns like water.)
There is some rice in the cupboard. ("Some" is used with uncountable nouns like rice.)
There aren't any bananas on the table. ("Any" is used in negative sentences with both
countable and uncountable nouns.)

Is there any orange juice? ("Any" is used in questions with both countable and
uncountable nouns.)

My parents gave me some new toys for my birthday. ("Some" is used with plural
countable nouns.)

Are there any grapes in the fridge? ("Any" is used in questions with both countable and
uncountable nouns.)

I've got a book to read for school. ("A" is used with singular countable nouns when we
know which one specifically.)

We haven't got any time! ("Any" is used in negative sentences with both countable and

uncountable nouns.






