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The Raven by Edgar Allan Poe

Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered, weak and weary,
Over many a quaint and curious volume of forgotten lore,

While I nodded, nearly napping, suddenly there came a tapping,
As of some one gently rapping, rapping at my chamber door.

"Tis some visitor," I muttered, "tapping at my chamber door-

Only this, and nothing more."

Ah, distinctly I remember it was in the bleak December,

And each separate dying ember wrought its ghost upon the floor.
Eagerly I wished the morrow;—vainly I had sought to borrow
From my books surcease of sorrow—sorrow for the lost Lenore-
For the rare and radiant maiden whom the angels name ‘Lenore”-

Nameless here for evermore.

And the silken sad uncertain rustling of each purple curtain
Thrilled me—filled me with fantastic terrors never felt before;
So that now, to still the beating of my heart, I stood repeating,
""T1is some visitor entreating entrance at my chamber door-
Some late visitor entreating entrance at my chamber door;-

This it 1s, and nothing more."

Presently my soul grew stronger; hesitating then no longer,

"Sir," said [, "or Madam, truly your forgiveness I implore;

But the fact is I was napping, and so gently you came rapping,

And so faintly you came tapping, tapping at my chamber door,
That I scarce was sure | heard you'—here I opened wide the
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door;-

Darkness there, and nothing more.

Deep into that darkness peering, long I stood there wondering,
tearing,

Doubting, dreaming dreams no mortals ever dared to dream
before;

But the silence was unbroken, and the stillness gave no token,

And the only word there spoken was the whispered word,
"Lenore!"

This I whispered, and an echo murmured back the word,
"Lenore!"-

Merely this, and nothing more.

Back into the chamber turning, all my soul within me burning,
Soon again I heard a tapping somewhat louder than before.
"Surely," said I, "surely that is something at my window lattice:
Let me see, then, what thereat is, and this mystery explore-
Let my heart be still a moment and this mystery explore;-

"T1s the wind and nothing more."

Open here I flung the shutter, when, with many a flirt and flutter,

In there stepped a stately raven of the saintly days of yore;

Not the least obeisance made he; not a minute stopped or stayed
he;

But, with mien of lord or lady, perched above my chamber door-

Perched upon a bust of Pallas just above my chamber door-

Perched, and sat, and nothing more.
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Then this ebony bird beguiling my sad fancy into smiling,

By the grave and stern decorum of the countenance it wore.

"Though thy crest be shorn and shaven, thou," I said, "art sure no
craven,

Ghastly grim and ancient raven wandering from the Nightly
shore-

Tell me what thy lordly name is on the Night's Plutonian shore!

Quoth the Raven, "Nevermore."

Much I marvelled this ungainly fowl to hear discourse so plainly,
Though its answer little meaning—little relevancy bore;

For we cannot help agreeing that no living human being

Ever yet was blest with seeing bird above his chamber door-
Bird or beast upon the sculptured bust above his chamber door,

With such name as "Nevermore."

But the raven, sitting lonely on the placid bust, spoke only

That one word, as if his soul in that one word he did outpour.

Nothing further then he uttered—mnot a feather then he fluttered-

Till T scarcely more than muttered, "other friends have flown
before-

On the morrow he will leave me, as my hopes have flown before."

Then the bird said, "Nevermore."

Startled at the stillness broken by reply so aptly spoken,
"Doubtless," said I, "what it utters is its only stock and store,

Caught from some unhappy master whom unmerciful Disaster
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Followed fast and followed faster till his songs one burden bore-
Till the dirges of his Hope that melancholy burden bore

rn

Of 'Never—nevermore'.

But the Raven still beguiling all my fancy into smiling,

Straight I wheeled a cushioned seat in front of bird, and bust and
door;

Then upon the velvet sinking, I betook myself to linking

Fancy unto fancy, thinking what this ominous bird of yore-

What this grim, ungainly, ghastly, gaunt and ominous bird of yore

Meant in croaking "Nevermore."

This I sat engaged in guessing, but no syllable expressing

To the fowl whose fiery eyes now burned into my bosom's core;
This and more I sat divining, with my head at ease reclining

On the cushion's velvet lining that the lamplight gloated o'er,
But whose velvet violet lining with the lamplight gloating o'er,

She shall press, ah, nevermore!

Then methought the air grew denser, perfumed from an unseen
censer

Swung by Seraphim whose footfalls tinkled on the tufted floor.

"Wretch," I cried, "thy God hath lent thee—Dby these angels he
hath sent thee

Respite—respite and nepenthe, from thy memories of Lenore!

Quatft, oh quaft this kind nepenthe and forget this lost Lenore!"

Quoth the Raven, "Nevermore."

"Prophet!" said I, "thing of evill—prophet still, if bird or devil!-
Y.



Whether Tempter sent, or whether tempest tossed thee here
ashore,

Desolate yet all undaunted, on this desert land enchanted-

On this home by horror haunted—tell me truly, I implore-

[s there—is there balm in Gilead?—tell me—tell me, I implore!"

Quoth the Raven, "Nevermore."

"Prophet!" said I, "thing of evil—prophet still, if bird or devil!

By that Heaven that bends above us—Dby that God we both adore-
Tell this soul with sorrow laden if, within the distant Aidenn,

It shall clasp a sainted maiden whom the angels name Lenore-
Clasp a rare and radiant maiden whom the angels name Lenore."

Quoth the Raven, "Nevermore."

"Be that word our sign in parting, bird or fiend," I shrieked,
upstarting-

"Get thee back into the tempest and the Night's Plutonian shore!

Leave no black plume as a token of that lie thy soul hath spoken!

Leave my loneliness unbroken!—quit the bust above my door!

Take thy beak from out my heart, and take thy form from oft my
door!"

Quoth the Raven, "Nevermore."

And the Raven, never flitting, still is sitting, still is sitting

On the pallid bust of Pallas just above my chamber door;

And his eyes have all the seeming of a demon's that is dreaming,
And the lamplight o'er him streaming throws his shadow on the

floor;
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And my soul from out that shadow that lies floating on the floor

Shall be lifted—nevermore!
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She walks in beauty, like the night
Of cloudless climes and starry skies;
And all that’s best of dark and bright
Meet in her aspect and her eyes;
Thus mellowed to that tender light
Which heaven to gaudy day denies.

One shade the more, one ray the less,
Had half impaired the nameless grace
Which waves in every raven tress,

Or softly lightens o’er her face;

Where thoughts serenely sweet express,

How pure, how dear their dwelling-place.

And on that cheek, and o’er that brow,
So soft, so calm, yet eloquent,

The smiles that win, the tints that glow,
But tell of days in goodness spent,

A mind at peace with all below,
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have his fear before thine eyes; he said, Oh Mary! I am the
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She made signs to her infant to answer them; they said, How

shall the /nfantin the Cradle speak? Then her infant spake, and

said, I am the Servant of God, he hath taught me the Scripture,

hath made me a Prophet . . . .
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Mary pointed to the child then;
But they said, "How shall we speak

To one who is still in the cradle,
A little child?" @
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" And make mention in the Book, of Mary, when she went
apart from her family, eastward,
And took a veil to shroud herselffrom them: and we sent our
spirit to her, and he took before her the form of a perfect man

She said: "I fly for refuge from thee to the God of Mercy! If

Thou fearest Him, begone from me."
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He said: "I am only a messenger of thy Lord, that I may
)

bestow on thee a holy son."

Pabs 3, b0y . T AN Ot aay 31841pL1 ($452Y) 2k Rodwell sl
3 g ISLa5 N begone from me o to shroud herself <\,Ls OF 5 |
LS (oY) b )sY1 Sl (3l Cadsll 36l (oo Y clin . el ol
2S5 5y Al gV sl S5y n Blocdag il S Vs o Lty
e oV ple BWE JeiS aa ) sl SLadl ey Y1 s Lyl 0,3
o sLasyl e ot ¥ g al SO o 3T 8k ik iV U CO0es |
L Balina Y1 of badis aa 3, S (9l) BT & pus

Ls o5 ally ¢ e b Ol (3 bl Losei gl a3 J) OTAU 25 Jgf cols”
Andre du Ryer i)l o3 Robertus Retenensis s JSSY) aedlall
il jeeb e imle dm () (1649 sl (316470 ds dl da il sl
Du isui o>7 o2y Alexander Ross Ls U S s gl (i 4l
o S Yy RSOV et O e gl Bl s OTA asedl oda Riyer
w3l s @ VS b s (S5 L ased eds 01 L il e o 03
@ iS85y el is £ OT, A Al el delb X 1694 LAl (3
il a3l el (iug .Abraham Hinckelmann O\ s o2 (foslo)
iews o aund) Russ asews il amle e dsf gl George Sale =l
SV L 2B OT AN A s By A ) Jolie (3 0 ds . Du Ryer
wtoge 41 15 Sale Of e w2 by . 1698alall Padua ayds 3 o gb L3y Maracci
A aedal) Al o SLA Lelgm Jadid S0 L b caile e ST e adal
Slab Ly & rag (1734 sl LoV) andal) opias o)) aedio (3 adisn sl
Jsaill 1 ot & 056 1o e g QLW @ sl ) G 1 3] 5

VY



Bh ol (odmy el A2 2l U5 b e e gl ) (3 peadl wlaidl
oo i kel sl 598 Loy el Lo glly eV a8l (e e (5T Ly
O il 5ad Ta Ismgy (hlosis o ol g ol 2y 13

the (& 058) Jro ol o sl L aalall Lol e 12 )by Sale 2adis
G k2l e Lsls™Sale iy (st pst) g law of Mohammed
OT,al sl asens 330 Sl e S5 Lege "1 S 0T A0 a8 L) bl ans s
26y Halhl Sl Jad (W) o Y 01 08 89,1 e w5 e T il
o2 sSe Oy (oY LS e a2 5,50 15,80 O e g &) adail)
O 55t gy gl e 28U L

sk oS aa s olles 0L G waadl) odgs (0T AN 25 ol)las o T
S3r QLA ez 13 (Gl A 28) (553 38 Oy 55y i) Lasy OLST
ST e e Sl e Sale a3 s Sy 23 3 (,_:3!\ sl
@ b s OTAN (Ol (1) 01 5,6 Sl 1 501 Sl ()
sl (3w Sl LS Lol dgs die 2l gl g JB LS o
538 ALY Ga die 0L o Aablaal) A3l ool all L AR ga dadal)
Lgs Sale oy b . jsne o oD Loy (M sl 0,30 (3 dsleg Gy,
3 L Laggh Ol i ey B (s e ¥ Iz
2 0pnsS Sy dy e ol 08 SLLE s SOV e 1S L 0T,
2SN sl s o s o B e s g 0T Al Sale s b aag
0T " sk Gibbon S Ueludl i) oda né Edward Gibbon
NS5l (sdomny 98 3] (S g e dnege Wi ) s e ol Al
ol o) O ASE Gl nstigisdly dmio U 3LSTE Ay sl s
D 35 ol Bggnln 01" 1nlayy O L mall Jaall W G 01 5

VY



oA st 1 Jaey O gy OV N SN ) ((a85) s (3o
iae LY G0 el ohas Jasa 0T b o7k asY) dilld) Gibbon
it gk doles ol Iliad - of  Homer jegn 85U s OV L oy 300
id Ol Ot gl aS5SCadl Weludd oda ("% Philippics of Demosthenes
35 A3 ¢ b mdly OLJIg 20U (3 il a0 eSCe [T o B Gyl b A
1l Bao (ol sl 3 coskl VB L Galed Ll LIl STy LG
I g (E8llly BVl 2y 2yl ISR gl Aol o
306 L sl GHU gl oLl (e Ll gLl ikl odd 5 al) plasienyl
ol 13 o W 34 O gas il S SR Cabogdll 8,8 (Glne) o
O il ol dpdadl iy o) cJB ud i) L) (553 O e s OLusI dliall
WS e slgr Aol 1Sy oladl sy iy pUY1 slesdl (8 gl n 283
ASH At Loy W10 ze 3 Rdddlly 1301 2Ll oLl b -
S G5l e sy ol G Slam sk 0 5 (SR 658 e 85 5a Sl 0
W b el el O o il Sl e dmldl Gl G Al ALt
oy Lk 0Ll ol eladl e O Ll momall Sy 3y il 2L 2l
oS ) LS st of 07,30 85 el il &) only Laasg Y] toaf
ole o doe o il Luaie LS a8 0T a0 Jsd @ 59 WU U g sy
25 OV e wladl) O eSS 50 Ol T oS dam L) 5l 316 Lt Lal)
2 s by Byl DL (3 iy ) (S0 5,55 3 LS S5y 5
el s ISy celeWly Jeolid) (3 oLl s ((J£Y1) 5 (31)9) 8™
= (o) SO E (o o o) (I S Lgag aiall (ST 3 gl
3 @ Jsa ) S5 o (2at OF 5SS (1) (2 Bdy 3l sl e
)20 g5y Go Ly Jpn ) g 0 apgsl on s ol (1)) i

Yve



b 2281 Jg Clolall fre flad 01 (M3 ] Crolaige dm udaal) ptall S
cape 55V ko) pa bl Ao Y1 ol (3 dslld) sy o
o Y LI e (e (20) B9 B el Al 855 2l L 2l s
o I oS (2500 0L 0870 4 b g Jud 3l Ld Wl Ls )l
e Ly Wl ol i) Sledie Jo5 LS a1 0 s anlsS o LS ol
@ ailkai Gibbon sy aelall Jubt els B alslll -k A1 g ad) [l
Aadde (3 ¢ e aeld) O (3 (ISOYY Y1 S e Sale aagt o
o Legie) 3 0\ Carlyle s Gibbon 0. Thomas Carlyle -, Sl 1)
Ross iap a5,lis Sale  aay oSyl Sl Lagabsn ipd (3 e g\_:}ij\
A SO bty b g 1l Codln Slasy) 3 Sale aa s asl, gl
gy w1
iy sl OLA ) B 3 i sl 08 3 e U o laal) o
Y x> 6 0T ugb O ST Sl ool gall 231200y Sluhll) lasj]
oo S e e ( Lales as) i) @b auas ) cpalledd) cloda)) Slelaza)
B4 S5 (Eleaa) a5 Of W : el W dar 3300 3,540 oo, ol
O™ Al ays ) S O il ¢ Logs 3, 850 e Jly (il a1 (5 Sl
o G 05> 2aAL ] Jsosll (3 ol ol A il Sl Al dipley
a6 Sl sgatt eds )s¥) Sl Slade o deliall Jad Ol 2T Jsiig.s5n
Grdly dall Csns 32 LSS sdl) (3 Lol LSSl g otellad) iy Y kel
il Jl e g ¥ L) 156 0 axal A Sl O f gl g e
O byl casllarn) alinl) ialall 252kl Sy caslud) 3)Ladl asliw (3 8,53
IR AW PE DS B RUC U PN TR IV (G
Aol s 2 Syt ol ags (U1 e ) 081 amge asl) 0,3

Ve



(0913)d (el hol) Lezodin (35 ()
sl oz 3]0 ML Rodwell [l aay ab el Sl 1is
sdon 5o Lo O] L1841 (f50Y) dnes o o LS OL AN o Taezes 1861
s ale] am L i 6 0030 Lo (il &)l Vg jsud ol OF g 2 gl
gl s ) sk LS Rodwell wolie ilS. LoV el ) 31l
iy e 5LaYUs wendil pidadtl I e A jpm ek aagdl sds 8
(& ) als 3 Weil aa sl 2 I audl izl ol (] o5 ol
loine 5ygw S (gemd) 33l LaeYl Je cliSscMohammed der Prophet
s @ sl gl by Y e 3 s Sl Bl Sl e
Y L (Optel) L e Sl @ld adsany e Rodwell 0ol 2
oSN B e opui Sy o L2 2 OSTOTAN O A lple S5
Jo e L 036 "R odwell Jsi aedill ey b . mdlly b 505l oj5m
OTAN O o wd¥au] o gl OIS Bpgnad) b s cOsed) andy Ls™ Y
u.AT.A.ai cgsj.i-i LU s c(().\fﬁ\) oLsTI3) C)'<J3 RyE Y J.ﬁ-" cﬁj@ 2 Ls”
JU Q9 J.b” addge O) gy L (e @j_{fs}jj (P Osnyg cadlz 3Las
o' 15, Rodwell oS30 L a1 5y e eand! S5YL LW 205,
() 2 gl Oley) cllag s gy 4 ) 8Ly 33l i) Jlio A & 3
G 83y 8,38 macslially DLl VY] (SO Lagay S0 LAl (3
J—gj L§>)\->-i§“j QLC:}“ L;LG T)}}’E (,.‘L u,g..LS\ ;,‘,L,‘.Sji e TJ.}-\) iﬂj) .,\.;.'2 JJMJ.; cw
Dol 1 oW SOV it Rodwell 015" .Y " sty 2o 5L
Tas SV daadl SV ey i " Lo adll Cshul 35T Las ) Tusls
ST 3 s Lin gl LS cag il i) el 1 (3 adST Lgis cominel 35,2
AL LAl i cg st alall aale) e ST T8 ] O 5T 0SG

Yva



Rodwell 22 ol smidi i e OV LY olela) 281 0l L el
G ol e el O e L) Gl 3 OLIY (g9d s
Everyman's Library 3 Lap s a6 3l il ol {565l Margoliouth
Lo il oo Tasly oy Rodwell & 0F Jois o) ol atd s 10 01 15,
Edward Henry Palmer Ledall a3 ¢ ie auld) 08l LIS 3 .(\A)".a\q—ui é
RIA. 0 e Wb gl s 2 & U8y 5k oy oS, i 3 0T, 80 axans
.1880 #li. Nicholoson

1 Al alsby ST aulys (3 Tovas Loty il O e J5Y1 ol g
3 Aol Slshadl s e 03 0 Lyg Sl ol OS5 of S
Sl Jolls G5 il e 0Ly il sd e Lgie 1,85 Loy B30l 2l
Marmaduke — aap ausdl e Y (lin 5SSV 0Ll e lead il
S eyl A Jofy aaibl )lall acs 3 ple (U1 380t |aa)) Pickthall
odos x2y clyg oo ol OLSTOT AN dal a3 55 iyl Ule e Pickthall
OLSy 0T, LA 3las g anll slom)l (3 5SSV el sl O g0 2l
oSS (5 alas (Sgm) 4l e (b H) B JB Lo Jgd O) Ay Pickthall
555 Holy Scripture e oS o Sta ol &l (6 cnm Lo,y T G
o OTAN gV SOyl il oo oding cadlnyy amgr oY e O (0 S
ST O e syl S 0L e g O s Sy S5 ) 0
JI8 B Togee 0y Lo i @ 05 0L O (s, Pickthall 0 cazars - S&Y
«the Glorious Koran (41 01,&)) ol = doetd) LS bl aadl) Ly
oo Ul alaally poedd) s 2l U sz g Ol W) eliciglns Y1 ddshand) el
Lo g A dSOY) aalll o) 5 e el 0 Wy OTR ane i) Wyl Lo
gl Y1 (eeell) el 83V j5eas Sl LY & Pickthall 4 o6

\VY



Eoo a3 08 3 10 16 o) 25E
(ve-va) G glesy o T & g 3y 06
Then she pointed to him. They said: How can we talk
to one who is in the cradle, a young boy?
He spake: Lo! I am the salve of Allah, he hath given
Me the Scripture and hath appointed me a Prophet. *
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when she withdrew from her people

to an eastern place,
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then We sent unto her Our Spirit
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the All-merciful from thee!

If thou fearest God . . . "

He said, " I am but a messenger

come from thy Lord, to give thee

a boy most pure."®”
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