
Asking for things
You know that if you want to ask for things
you must begin your request with "Can I
. .  . "  o r  "May |  . . . "  When you are  in  Br i ta in '
you wil l notice that the people have a diffe'
ront. more complicated way of asking for
t l r tngs .  And your  "Can |  . . . "  o r  "May |  . . . "
may appea( too direct and even rude. Just
tlro same as you can't simply answer with
"Yos" or "No"-
Horo aro some linguistic adYice on how to
mako a requesl aod how to answer.

Requesls
Cou ld  I  poss ib ly  . . .?
ls  thor€  any  chance o f  . . .?
Would you mind if . . -?
Do you th ink  I  cou ld  Poss ib ly  . . .?
l w o n d e r  i f  .  - . ?
l s  i t  a l l  r i g h l  i f  |  . . . ?
I wonde( whether you could ...? (.. '  whe'
ther  I  cou ld  - . .? l

Positive answers
Yes, of course.
Certainly.
No problem.
Sure (U.S.).

Please do-
As you wish (l ike).

Negative answers
I'd l ike to say yes,
DUr-..
I 'm afraid not.

With pleasure.
You're welcome-
Suii yourself-
Yes, I think that
would be all right-
That's all righl.
lf you wish (like).

I'd rather you didn't.
Of course not.

Exercise:
You ask somebody to do something for you:
- Lend you something.
- Stop smoking-
- Bring something back from the shops.
- Turn down the radio.
You ask somebody il you can do something:

,: Borrg',r-€gmeth iF9- ---.-- -..
- Make a cup of tea.
- Close lhe window.
- Use the telephone.

I 'm atraid it 's impos-
sible. I'm not sure I can.
I'm sorry, you can't. I don't think it 's pos-

sible.

Reserved answers
lcan't tell you just now.
l don't quite know yet.
Let me think it over and l' l l tell you later.
l ' l l have lo chèck with (my f riends, my wife,
etc-) firsl.

Do YOU THINK I
COULD PO5SIBLY
HAVE THIS ONE?



EVERYDAY COIIVERSATIONS

Asking people to repeat
and looking for words
A foreigner in Britain is often faced with two
communication problems: (a) he may not
understand whât people tell him, (b) he may
not know how to express himself because hè
doesn'l know a word or has lorgo en it. Here
are very useful expressions lo help you out in
both cases.

a. Asking people to repeat
This can be a classroom aituation, too. Next
time you don't understand, remember to use
one of the following sentencês:
- 

!o.ry, could you saylhat again,ptease? _ -

"arX.#,woutd 

you mind repeating that,

- Sorry, could you repeat that, ptease?
- Sorry but lmissed that.
- fm afraid I didn,t hear that (catch that).- Sorry, what was that?
- | beg your pardon?
- Pardon me?

b. Looking lor words
Here is a list of expressions you may need.- I can't thlnk of the right word, but you
know what I mean-
- A sort of... you know.
- ldon't know what you call it-
-._l've forgolten what you calt it (what il,s
called).
- | can't remember what it's cafled.
- See what I mean?
- | mean a...

sORRY, COULDYOU
SAY THATAGAIN

PLEASL?
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EVËRYDAYCONËffiffi

Likes and distikes
;;:,, i'iï-,'lît ̂ r.y""r r-ri 

"i,."u."t"n"""lH:,m:': :::::lï';, ;:,"i[: T::î:;*ïlTill'iH i;.: rÉd. i#""; ;:""ni""':::tences you ,n", ,*à 
"i.r,]iYou like...

j*f,,, I 1,î:; J.i ?;:._ :
r m rather keen on...

!:'ffiiî1'.i:iii*,:,r.^lr,ttt some, h ins1 iff"T:" v", i* Tn',"",,"fii[ "n9ff ]- Me too.

- Same here.

- I do too.

_- s:f:li::: ,; wi'r; etc).
You distike
oon ' t  l i ke  - . .  I  h : ro
don' t  l ike . . .  ut  

" i i  

'  '

i:li :i:"l:,i'? "","îl"I j.eîl'o'"'
lHi::îTJ:ii,ii:: "4i.ï." )
I don'l care muct fo-r 

' '

i:*jiili:iîd:""r**$,:ï;:f; ',,'r;
- 

;{::lt 
either (cun'i; '"àn:tiu"târ.

Exercise:

ftTilT,'iidJ:f:iii:rî#,",.,""1."!t:"::i;
t'm very keen on ir. I]rlj t;; ""nat aooutyou? -

I  L IKE SHOOTING



EVE RYDAY CONVERSATIONS

Likes and distikes
You ollcn flnd yourself in circumstances
w cn you wtsh lo say that you l ike or dislikesomclhlnO or somcbody. Hére aru some sen.rences you may find useful-

You liko...
I like-.. I tove... I adore.-.
lreally l ike... I do tike.-^
l 'm very lond of,..
I 'm rather keen on...
(Somebody.has_ just said ire likes qomething
or somebody- you can agree wilh hirit.)- Me too-
- | do too.
- So do | (can l; witt t; etc.).- ùame he(e-

You distike
don ' t  l i ke  .  . .  I  ha te  . . .
don ' t  l i ke  . . .  a t  a  .
think it 's horribte (awful, terribte).
can t stand it. l  can't bear it.

I'ilî,_Tq.,"19 gr ... 1r.."n on .. .y.can't say that I l ike . . .
don't care much fo( . . ,

lt:tgPgor has just said he doesn,r tike
"oTi]lllg "_r ".olneone. 

you agree with him.)- Nerrher do | (can l; wil l l : etc_l_- tdon't either (can't; woit; etê.1.- NOr me.
* Same here-

Exercise:
H€r€'s ano(her classroom game for you. The tea-crer (or one_pupil) asks one of you aiout his tas.
:::-l:" fo, rrke ctasstcat mustc?) In turn, severalpupfls answe.. (No, I don't . . . What about you? _|m very keen on it. _ Me too . . . etc.)
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