
Parts of Speech 

Definition 

The parts of speech are the primary categories of words according to their function in a 
sentence. 

We’ll look at a brief overview of them below. 

1-Nouns 

Nouns are words that identify or name people, places, or things. Nouns can function as the 
subject of a clause or sentence, an object of a verb, or an object of a preposition.  

There are several different types of English nouns. It is often useful to recognize what type a 
noun is because different types sometimes have different rules. This helps you to use them 
correctly. 

1.1-Common Nouns and Proper Nouns 

 Common Nouns 

Most nouns are common nouns. Common nouns refer to people, places and things in general 
like chair or dog. Any noun that is not a name is a common noun. 

Examples: teacher, car, music, danger, receipt 

 Have you seen my dog? 

 The books are on your desk. 

 Proper Nouns 

Names of people, places or organizations are proper nouns. Your name is a proper 
noun. London is a proper noun. United Nations is a proper noun. 

Rule: Proper nouns always start with a capital letter. 

1.2- Concrete Nouns and Abstract Nouns 

 Concrete Nouns 

Concrete nouns are physical things that you can touch. 

Examples: man, rice, head, car, furniture, mobile phone 

 How many stars are there in the universe? 

 Have you met James Bond? 

 Abstract Nouns 



Abstract nouns are the opposite of concrete nouns. They are things that you cannot touch. 
Abstract nouns are ideas, concepts and feelings. 

Examples: happiness, courage, danger, truth 

1.3-Countable Nouns and Uncountable Nouns 

 Countable Nouns 

(also called count nouns) 

You can count countable nouns. Countable nouns have singular and plural forms. 

Examples:  ball, boy, cat, person 

 Uncountable Nouns 

(also called mass nouns) 

You cannot count uncountable nouns. You need to use "measure words" to quantify them. 

Rule: We never use uncountable nouns with the indefinite article (a/an).  Uncountable nouns 
are always singular. 

Examples: water, happiness, cheese 

1.4- Collective Nouns 

A collective noun denotes a group of individuals. 

Examples: class (group of students), pride (group of lions), crew (group of sailors) 

Examples: 

 His family live in different countries. 

 An average family consists of four people. 

 The new company is the result of a merger. 

 The board of directors will meet tomorrow. 

1.5- Compound Nouns 

A compound noun is a noun that is made with two or more words. Most compound nouns are 
[noun + noun] or [adjective + noun]. Each compound noun acts as a single unit and can be 
modified by adjectives and other nouns. 

Compound nouns have three different forms: 

1. open or spaced - space between words (bus stop) 

2. hyphenated - hyphen between words (mother-in-law) 



3. closed or solid - no space or hyphen between words (football) 

Examples: cat food, blackboard, breakfast, full moon, washing machine, software 

 Can we use the swimming pool? 

 They stop work at sunset. 

2- Pronouns 

Pronouns are words that represent nouns (people, places, or things). Grammatically, 

pronouns are used in the same ways as nouns; they can function as subjects or objects. 

 

3- Verbs 

Verbs are words that describe the actions—or states of being—of people, animals, places, or 
things. Verbs function as the root of what’s called the predicate, which is required (along 
with a subject) to form a complete sentence; therefore, every sentence must include at least 
one verb. Verbs include action words like run, walk, write, or sing, as well as words 
describing states of being, such as be, seem, feel, or sound. 

4-Adjectives 

Adjectives are words that modify (add description to) nouns and (occasionally) pronouns. 

They can be a part of either the subject or the predicate.  



 

 

5-Adverbs 

Adverbs are words that modify verbs, adjectives, other adverbs, or even entire clauses. 

Depending on what they modify (and how), adverbs can appear anywhere in the sentence. 

Adverbs are commonly formed from adjectives by adding “-ly” to the end, as in slowly, 

quickly, widely, beautifully, or commonly. 



 

 

6-Prepositions 

Prepositions are words that express a relationship between a noun or pronoun (known as the 
object of the preposition) and another part of the sentence. Together, these form  
repositional phrases, which can function as adjectives or as adverbs in a sentence. Some 
examples of prepositional phrases are: on the table, in the shed, and across the field……  

 

7-Conjunctions 



Conjunctions are words that connect other words, phrases, or clauses, expressing a specific 
kind of relationship between the two (or more) elements. The most common conjunctions are 
the coordinating conjunctions: and, but, or, nor, for, so, and yet. 
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